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TEXT

John 10:22-30

22At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was 
winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of 
Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, "How long 
will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly." 
25Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works 
that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 26but you do not 
believe because you are not part of my flock. 27My sheep hear my voice, 
and I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they 
will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My 
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to 
snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one."

An airliner of a new design was on its first flight. Loaded with passengers. 
After the plane had reached its cruising altitude, a voice came over the 
speakers. “Ladies and gentlemen, I’m delighted to be your captain for this 
plane’s historic first flight.  For those passengers who are seated on the 
right side of the plane: if you look out your windows now, you will see 
that the closest engine is vibrating.  This should not be a problem, because 
this new plane is equipped with four engines and is flying along at an 
acceptable altitude.  

As long as you’re looking out the right side, you may notice that the other 
engine is glowing, though that doesn’t necessarily mean it will catch fire.  
This also should not be a problem, since this new plane is designed to fly 
with only two engines, if necessary.  And this plane is maintaining an 
acceptable altitude. For those passengers on the left side of the plane: if 
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you look out your windows now, you will notice that one engine is 
missing.  It fell off while all of you were looking out the right side.  And 

for those passengers seated along the center aisle: if you look 
down to where those little lights are that come on in an 
emergency, you will notice that a crack has appeared, all the 
way down the length of the plane.  If you look carefully, you’ll 
be able to see the Atlantic Ocean below you and a small 
lifeboat floating on the waves.  Ladies and gentlemen, you’ll be 
happy to know that I, your captain, am now in that lifeboat, 
keeping an eye on the progress of this plane.”

Talk about autopilot. This story seems far-fetched, but for many 
it describes their belief about God. They may acknowledge that 
He created the universe, in one way or another, that He can 

intervene in human affairs, that He can even be reached by prayer. But 
they believe that for the most part, God is distant, aloof, disinterested, 
that He got the universe started and then left it on autopilot.

And Jesus seemed to contribute to that belief. At least that’s what it 
sounds like as the Judean Jews accused Jesus. How long will keep you us in 
suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly. 

Yeah, Jesus. Why do you have to be so distant, so aloof? Just tell us if 
you’re the Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One (Daniel 9:25-26).

The thing is, Jesus had told them plainly on His previous visit to Jerusalem.  
At the Feast of Succoth, He had referred to Himself in the same way God 
had at the burning bush. I AM.  

And the Judean Jews had tried to stone Him for it (John 8:57-59). Why? 
Because Jesus was not only claiming to be the Messiah but God as well, 
and they just weren’t buying it.  They considered it blasphemy. The 
Galilean Jews had believed Jesus was the Messiah because of Jesus’ 
miracles.  The half breed Samaritans had believed based on the testimony 
of the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4).  But the Judean Jews had 
rejected both the miracles and the testimony of others. 
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So, Jesus said to them, you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 
In other words, they just weren’t going to listen to Him. That’s 
the funny thing about sheep. They will not pay attention to any 
voice except that of their shepherd. Jesus’ sheep listen to Him, 
pay attention to His Words and follow Him. His sheep believe 
in Him. He wants us to believe that He, God, is as close to us 
and concerned about us as a good shepherd who cares for his 
sheep.

The Judean Jews knew that already.  They had a different 
motive for coming to Jesus that day, but only because Satan 
was misleading them.  They were no different from you or me. 
Satan can trick any of us into doing his bidding.  Satan is what 
Jesus was talking about when He went on to explain that no 

one can snatch His sheep out of His hand. Implying that someone is trying 
to do that. 

That someone is Satan, who tries to snatch us out of God’s hand. Using 
the preachers of atheism to make us unsure of our faith. Using false 
theologians to chip away at and erode our faith, our witness, our resolve. 
Getting us to replace God with things, to pursue our own material 
happiness instead of pursuing truth and love.  Most of all, Satan tries to 
snatch us out of God’s hand by making us afraid.  By getting us to base 
our decisions on fear.  Fear that others will harm us or take what we 
have, fear that we won’t get what we deserve, fear that we won’t be 
respected as we should be. Satan wants to make us afraid of the bad 
things that can happen, afraid that God is disinterested about what 
happens to us, so afraid that we would turn from God to hate, revenge, 
self-protection, to be takers and to take matters into our own hands. 

And God is just not that disinterested, distant, or aloof.  He may not 
reveal His power, His nearness the way we would like.  But He does 
reveal it.  Keeping in mind that He would snatch away from the devil all 
who have done the devil’s bidding.  That all may be His own.  For all that 
has been done out of fear, from the least to the greatest evil done, God 
wants to provide redemption, atonement.  This is not a matter we can 
take into our own hands. God chooses the sacrifice. Some say God always 
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has to have a sacrifice before He will act in mercy.  But the sacrifice that is 
required for sheep who have gone astray is the shepherd Himself. 

THE Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.  God would 
shed His own lifeblood. God Himself would become flesh. 

I AM would be born of a Jewish woman. The One whom 900 
years earlier King David had compared to a shepherd (Psalm 
23) came near to us like a shepherd, and, fittingly, the first to be 
told of His birth were shepherds. He’d come to this earth to 
gather His lost sheep. And by shedding His lifeblood for all, He 
can make the promise to every person that we’ll have eternal 
life, life beyond this earth in which He calls us to give and 
sacrifice. We will never perish. We will not be annihilated, never 

to see our loved ones again. 

Death and heaven are only the waiting room. 

Because God rose from death, so shall we. 
Because God rose from death, He holds us in His nail-scarred hands. 

No one is able to snatch us from His hand. Not even Satan. 

Now the Good Shepherd would go with us, that we may believe in Him, 
that we may be and remain His own, even as we battle Satan. Again, the 
manner in which He goes with us is not the way we’d prefer.  But we fear 
no evil, for Thou art with us. These are words of His inspiration. And it is 
His Words that like green pastures strengthen us on the journey. The 
quiet waters are our Baptism, which ever reminds us, come what may, that 
we are baptized children of God.  And the Table that He sets before us in 
the presence of our enemies, death, sin, and the devil, is the Lord’s 
Supper. Through these, He is with us. Through these, when we fail, He 
reminds us that He’s redeemed us. 

Through these, the Shepherd, each day, promises us that He will not give 
up on us, will not surrender us, will not become distant, aloof or 
disinterested, that we may be and remain His own, the people of His 
pasture and the sheep of His hand.
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Amen
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